
God has given us all different 

strengths and weaknesses and 

sometimes they are the same 

characteristic. I tend to be com-

petitive and that can be some-

thing that spurs me on to do 

something better or cause me to 

become disheartened  because 

things aren’t as “good” as they 

should be or as “good” as some-

one else. 

Let me tell you what I have been 

thinking about… worship atten-

dance. The Dakotas Annual Con-

ference of the UMC (which is 

one of our denominations - UCC 

is the other) has challenged the 

churches to Grow By One. We 

are to increase average worship 

attendance by 1%. 

When I first heard that, I thought 

“How hard can that be? I’m sure 

we’ll have no problem growing 

our worship attendance by 1%” 

Well folks, it ain’t happening.  
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We don’t have complete data for 

2009 but the statistics we have 

show an average attendance of 80. 

In 2010 our average dropped to 76 

and so far this year we are at an av-

erage worship attendance of 65. 

Instead of growing by 1% we are 

dropping by about 15%.  

As I read other church newsletters, 

my competitive nature notes how 

low our attendance is compared to 

other churches our size and I am at 

a loss about what to do about it… 

and then I realize that even though 

it is my concern, it is not my burden 

alone to bear. We have a team…  a 

family... to help us reach our goals. 

The Board has been discussing this 

at their meetings and using informa-

tion from the Lewis Center for 

Church Leadership we’ve picked 

out four things to start (from a list 

of 50): 

“Strive to increase the number of 

times current members are in wor-

ship each year. Start with yourself.” 

“Know that personal invitations are 

the most effective method of in-

creasing worship attendance. In-

vest sixty seconds once a week to 

invite someone to attend worship 

with you.” 

“Purchase permanent roadside di-

rectional signs to point the way to 

your building.” 

“Practice the “Circle of Ten”. En-

courage church leaders to person-

ally greet everyone– member or 

guest-who may sit within ten feet 

of them on Sunday.” 

Reaching the goal of average wor-

ship attendance of 77 can only be 

accomplished if we all work to-

ward it for the next several 

months. 

Let the Board or me know if there 

is something we should/could be 

doing in a different way. The wor-

ship of God should always be cen-

tral to all we do… the question is 

how do we get you here to worship 

together?     Peace,  

            Pastor Lorah  

                      T U C    OCTOBER FEST  

Sunday, October 2, 2011   

5:00 ð7:00  

Brats with toppings  

Watermelon  

    Homemade Pickles  

and more!!!    

Suggested Donation $5.00          
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October  Musicians 

October  2    Totally His 

October  9    Tammy Nowell 
 
October 16   Karla Schultz ( Karla will  

           share Special Music also) 
 

October 23   Diane Tipton  
   

October 30   Karla Schultz with Ray  
                     Ernster sharing Special Music 

TUC BOARD MEETING  

SEPTEMBER 14, 2011 

The TUC Board met in the Fellowship Hall at 8 PM with all members and Pastor Lorah Houser Jankord 

present.  Pastor Lorah opened the meeting with prayer.  Chairman Eric presided over the business meeting.  

The secretary and treasurer’s reports were reviewed from last month.  Motion by Dan, seconded by Tasha 

to approve both reports, motion carried. 

Old Business:  Plans continue to be made to host a Brat Feed on October 2 from 5-7 PM.  Totally His will 

also provide music that evening.  The Brent Vernon concert on Aug. 31 was well attended.  He received a 

free will offering of $286.37.  Barry and Diana Erickson were also honored at a farewell party after the con-

cert.  A thank-you was received from the Good Samaritan Center for our donation from the Harvest Table.   

We again discussed making a church directory this fall/winter.  Additional volunteers are needed to help 

with this project.  We will ask Sandi Mc Neill to come to the next meeting to explain her ideas for publish-

ing a directory “in house”. 

New Business:  We discussed the “50 Ways to Increase Attendance” project, and will continue to look at 

ideas to help us increase attendance.  We have begun to purchase coffee for our church thru a coffee ex-

change that supports mission projects in Central America. 

There will be a work day on September 18 with a potluck dinner at noon.  Faith Circle will take care of 

serving the meal. 

Calendar of Coming Events:  Sept 18-church potluck and cleanup day.  Sept 21-Jr Youth.  Sept 22-Prairie 

Lakes Clergy Cluster meeting.  Sept 23-HTHS Homecoming.  Sept 24-Pastor Lorah to Sioux Falls for Con-

firmation Meeting.  Sept 25-RAMA Concert at 3 PM in Redfield.  Sept 28-Jr Youth (They will meet the 3rd 

and 4th Wednesdays of the month).  Oct 2-Praise Band Service, World Communion Sunday, Neighbors in 

Need offering.  Brat Feed from 5-7 PM.  Oct 5-Joint circle meeting.  Oct 9-Prairie Lakes Assn. fall meeting.  

Oct 11-Pastor Lorah to Ministry Team Meeting.  Oct 12-TUC Board meets at 8 PM. 

Judy Wagner, Sec. 

    
October Ushers  

 
October 2 John & Robin Buchholz 
 
October 9     Roger & Helen McIntyre 
 
October 16 Reese & Elly Jo Wagner 
 
October 23   Lee & Ulla Gatzke 
 
October 30 Dave & Becky Brooker 

 
If you are assigned to usher, video record 
or candle light  and can not be here that 
Sunday please  find someone to switch with 
you and take your place and let the church 
office (596 -4156) know so we can correct 
the bulletin.  

Candlelighters  

 

Oct 2   Andrew Brooker & Wyatt Brooker  

Oct 9   Kordel Kohnen & Zach Binger  

Oct 16  Coby Stoner & Bailey Binger  

Oct 23  Ashlyn Otto & Trajan Fliehe  

Oct 30  Kole Kohnen & Dawsyn Otto  
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Video Recorders  

 

Oct 2  Andrew Frankenstein  

 

Oct 9  CLAY JENS  

 

Oct 16 PAIGE BINGER  

 

Oct 23 GRAYSON BINGER  

 

Oct 30 Dillon KOESTER  

Fall Fellowship 
Hosted by TUC Hope and Faith Circles 

All Women of the Community Are Invited!  
 

Traci Linn Samelson,  
singer, songwriter and performer will share her  
musical journey from Tulare to Nashville and backĄ 

 
A meal will be served. 

 
Wednesday, October 5, 2011 

6:30  
Fellowship Hall 

Fall Supper & Bazaar at 
Hitchcock United Methodist Church  

Sunday, October 23, 2010  
Roast Beef Supper served 5-7 

Bake Sale     Auction    Silent Auction 

Using  projection in the church is becoming more 

and more prevalent, whether for worship, in the 

Sunday School room or for special occasions such 

as movie night, youth group or circle activities. 

TUC has been very blessed with the financial sup-

port needed to move forward with the things we 

would like to do.   I am blessed as well to be able 

to volunteer at TUC doing something I enjoy so 

much.  But we really need to have more people in-

volved who would be willing to volunteer an hour 

of their time on a Sunday morning every couple 

months.  I am willing to do all the preparation; all 

that would be needed is for a volunteer to turn on 

the sound system, increase or decrease the sound 

level as needed during worship and to run the easy 

to use software to project on the screen.   It may 

seem complicated but it is not.  In the near future I 

will be setting up a time when anyone who might 

be interested can check out just what is involved.   

I would really like to have two other people be-

sides myself available when needed.  Think it 

over…  Come to the meeting…  See if you think it 

might be something you would enjoy doing.   

Sandi McNeill 

 

Thank you Sandi for all 

you do for TUC ! 

Bonilla Presbyterian Church Bazaar 
Ham Dinner with all the trimmings 5:30 ú7:30 

Auction 8:00 
Country Store, Fish Pond 

Adults $6.00, Ages 6-12 $3.00, 5 & under $ 0 
October 15, 2011 Saturday 

First Congregational UCC - Redfield  

Rummage Sale 10/18/11 and  Luncheon 10/20/11 
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Congratulations to Matt and  Kelsey Artz. They were 

married on August 19, 2011 in Sioux Falls. Their son 

Ezekiel Matthew turned one on September 20, 2011. 

Happy Birthday Zeke! Matt has been a member of 

Tulare United Church since his confirmation in May 

2000 and he is the son of Kristi Artz and Dave Artz and 

grandson of Richard Bottum.  

May God bless your family. (pictured at right) 

Letõs meet at my house on Sunday be-

fore the gameé  

Love, God 

 

Ephesians 5:10-11 

òFinally, be strong in 

the Lord and in the 

strength of his power. Put on the whole 

armor of God, so that you may be able to 

stand against the wiles of the devil.ó 

 

Junior Youth Group (6thñ8th grade) 

will meet  at 6:00 Wednesday nights 

starting October 12. Families will take 

turns providing supper.  

Ten 6th, 7th and 8th graders are led in Sunday School by Elly 

Jo Wagner. They meet each Sunday morning from 8:45ñ9:50 

and are using the òWitnessó series from Augsburg Fortress as 

their curriculum. They are currently learning about òPeople of 

Promiseó from the Old Testament. 

Dancing and Potluck Lunch from 5-7 
every First Sunday at the Senior Center 
in Redfield. On October 2, the music 
will be provided by Veryl Hohn. There 
is a $5.00 charge to cover expenses.  
All ages are welcome!  

We would like to 

thank everyone who 

sent cards, memori-

als and comforting 

words at the time of 

my brother, Al 

Lovettõs, unexpected 

passing.  

A special thank you 

to Tammy Nowell for 

singing òOne Day at 

a Timeó and òOn 

Eagleõs Wings.ó They 

were two of Alõs  

favorites.  

Jean & George       

Semmler  

Worship with us on Sundays 

at 10:00am, “Like” us on  

Face book, follow us on  

Twitter and stay current by 

checking the website 

 www.tulareunitedchurch.com 
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Third 

graders, 

Kordel 

Kohnen 

(left) and 

Cassidy  

Johnson 

(right) received Bibles 

from Pastor Lorah on Sun-

day, September 11, 2011.  

The Bibles were  presented 

on behalf of Tulare United 

Church and the Sunday 

School. 

Prairie Lakes Association (UCC) 

meets October 9 2011  

At First Congregational UCC in 

Redfield 

 

2:30 Registration  

3:00 Prairie Lakes Assn Fall (UCC) 

meeting and program about 

Boundaries Training 

5:30  Worship with  

Communion  

6:00 Supper    ($6.00) 

 

This meeting, worship and dinner is 

open to everyone.  

Annual Fall Supper at St. Bernard’s Catholic Church 

Sunday, October 9, 2011 from 5 to 7 

Turkey Dinner 

$8.00 Adults, $5.00 Children grade 7-12 

$4.00 Children K-6, Preschool are free 

This newsletter is part of 
the ministry of Tulare 
United Church. If you 
have information to 
share please email:  
 tulareuc@ venture-

comm.net  or call the 
church office at 605 -596
-4156.  If you attend Tu-
lare United Church, part 
of your offering supports 
the printing and mailing 
of this newsletter. If you 
do not attend TUC and 
would like to support 
this ministry please feel 
free to send your dona-
tion to PO Box 109, Tu-
lare SD 57476 -0109.        
Thank you.  

Drinking  
 Coffee 

 is now a mission project at  
Tulare United Church!  

Equal Exchange's Interfaith Pro-
gram partners with faith-based re-
lief, development and human rights 
organizations and works with com-
munities of faith * both the United 
Church of Christ and the United 
Methodist Church are part of this* 
as they learn about and promote 
Fair Trade. People of faith are living 
out their values through their con-
sumer choices, and 
farming communi-
ties are providing 
for their families, 
greening our planet 
and building a bet-
ter future.  
Soé have a cup of 
coffee and support 
justice! 

Pastor Lorah attended a  
Pastorõs Retreat òSacred Con-
versations on Raceó Sept 12-14 
at Placerville. She also hiked to 
Inspiration Point.  

On the way to Sioux Falls… the 

sunrise was beautiful but it sure 

made it tough to see the road. 

Great THANKS for Elsie 

Brooker. She keeps the  

Cradle Roll (see page 6) and 

sends cards as her ministry 

for the Lord. God bless you. 



Page 6 

Deuteronomy 6:6-9  (NRSV) 
Keep these words that I am commanding you to-
day in your heart. Recite them to your children 
and talk about them when you are at home and 
when you are away, when you lie down and when 
you rise. Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix 
them as an emblem on your forehead, and write 
them on the doorposts of your house and your 
gates.Ā  

Adelynne (above) and Talon (right) are gen-

tly rocked by the preschool children. Sohan, 

Benjamin, Kiersten and Ezekiel were also 

added to the Cradle Roll. 

Harper (above left) RaeAnna (above) and Krue 

(below) slept, squirmed and smiled as they were 

rocked to the Cradle Roll Song.      What a blessing! 

Rocking the Babies is a tradition at Tulare United 

Church when they are added to the Cradle Roll. 
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October Sundays at TUC 
October 2   World Communion Sunday   
8:45 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship with Communion and 

 Neighbors in Need Offering 

             Totally His leading the Service 

5:00  October Fest 

October 9     

8:45   Sunday School 

10:00  Worship  

October 16 

8:45    Sunday School 

10:00  Worship with Special Music by  

 Karla Schultz 

October 23   

8:45     Sunday School 

10:00  Worship with  

             Baptism of Krue Lutter 

October 30   

8:45    Sunday School 

10:00  Worship with Special Music  

              by Ray Ernster 

Tulare United Church is affiliated equally with both 

the United Methodist Church and United Church of 

Christ denominations. We are a ñunitedò and 

ñunitingò church.  All are welcome here! 


